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Dear French Administration on Algeria, 
 
Thank you for signing up for an opportunity to maintain Algeria as an extension of Southern 
France!  We will pick up at the beginning of the Algerian War for Independence in 1954, and it 
is your duty to enact measures that will successfully quell the resistance in Algeria and France.  
You are an administration that creates French policy recommendations for Algeria at all times, 
so this committee was not called with the special intention of dealing with recent uprisings; 
although this will certainly serve as the main topic due to its current and pressing nature.  Each 
of you maintain distinct positions on the Algeria’s past and present condition and represent 
different political backgrounds; however, you are all appointed by the French government and 
therefore have a sense of political cohesion.  Currently (1954), this administration must deal with 
three important factors when making decisions:  the plan and policy of France toward Algerian 
dissent, the influence of French public opinion, and the weight of international opinion.  
Although, as with any crisis simulation, many other issues will arise and you must come 
prepared to handle them.  These topics will provide more of a framework for thinking than clear, 
concise topics for discussion.  As you read through the history and each topic it will become 
apparent that they all bleed into each other and most of discussion will revolve around topic one 
with the other topics complementing or impeding decisions.   
 
As members of the administration, I expect you to represent your respective ministerial 
positions, political affiliations, and constituencies in these debates. The week of the conference 
you will receive dossiers to facilitate this process, but given the information here, extra research, 
and some creativity you should have enough materials to begin your position paper if so desired.  
If you would like to write your position paper before I have posted the dossiers, please feel free 
to e-mail me and I can send you yours personally in advance.  Your position papers should 
explain what policy you prefer, why you represent this position, and possible solutions that 
would follow the preferred policy and maintain a reasonable image before French and 
international opinion.   
 
Aside from my simulation roles, I study Political and Social Thought which is an 
interdisciplinary major where I focus primarily on socio-cultural anthropology, foreign affairs, 
Arabic, and Middle Eastern studies.  I have studied abroad twice, first I studied cultural-
anthropology in an Amerindian village in Guyana, South America two summers ago, and then I 
studied Arabic language at Yarmouk University in Irbid, Jordan last summer.  While in Jordan I 
had the opportunity to visit Syria and Egypt as well, but unfortunately not Algeria!  Additionally, 
I work for U.Va.’s Sustainability Program where I promote recycling and water conservation 
along with specific initiatives like reusable coffee cup discounts and reusable dining hall to-go 
containers.  When I am not traveling or at U.Va., I spend my time in the rural, southeastern town 
of Gloucester, Virginia where I enjoy boating, hanging out by the rivers, and spending time with 
my fellow Gloucesterfarians.    
 
Feel free to contact me with any questions, and position papers are due by 11pm Wednesday, 
March 24, 2010 to lcf2n@virginia.edu.  Get excited for this hot and bothered committee!     
 
Best, 
Lilly Frost 

mailto:lcf2n@virginia.edu
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History 
The Occupation Begins 
In a sense, the war for independence in 
Algeria began in 1830 when the French first 
arrived in Algeria.  On July 5, 1830 the Dey 
of Algiers surrendered while indigenous 
leaders in the east and west of Algeria 
formed formidable resistance.1  The French 
utilized brutal tactics on the Algerians, and 
these measures included smoke-outs and a 
scorched earth policy that destroys anything 
that the enemy could use while advancing 
through or withdrawing from an area.  These 
policies led one investigating commissioner 
in 1833 to comment “We have surpassed in 
barbarism the barbarians we came to 
civilize”2.  Unfortunately, when the French 
named General Bugeaud governor-general 
of Algeria the French troop numbers 
increased from 60,000 in 1840 to 107,000 in 
18473.   
 
Emir Abd el-Kadir (also spelled al-Qadir) or 
the “Commander of the Faithful” was a 
leader of the resistance against the French 
from 1830 to 1847 who preached jihad as he 
fought to protect Islam from the European 
invaders.  Unfortunately, Kadir could not 
match the strength and technological 
capabilities of the French, and they invaded.  
Soon, the French seized the best land and 
exiled the Algerian elite, intellectuals, and 
professionals who threatened French 
occupation the most to eliminate traditional 
economic and political ties.  Many of these 
elite and potential resistance leaders went to 
Syria, including Abd el-Kadir.  In 1834, 
France annexed the occupied areas in 
Northern Algeria, which displaced about 
two million Algerian Muslims.  Marshall 
Bugeaud became the first governor general 
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  Benjamin  Stora,  !"#$%&'()*+,-.,,,/((!(012%3(

4&532%6,  trans.  Jane  Marie  Todd  (Ithaca:    Cornell  

University  Press,  2001),  4.    
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  Stora,  5.  

3
  Stora,  4.  

and ruled harshly under the "rule of the 
sword."  He often used torture and "scorched 
earth" policy to deprive the enemy of any 
chance of hope or gain. After the conquest, 
the general under Mr. Bugeaud told this 
leader that the Algerians "were reduced to 
ashes".4  
 

 Abd el-Kadir 
 
The French then decided to transform 
Algeria into three French departments: 
Algiers, Oran and Constantine because the 
French aimed to “ensure the absolute and 
complete subjugation of the population to 
the needs and interests of colonization”.  
This effort privileged the colons with full 
rights as citizens, while the Algerians 
remained subjects of France without any 
rights.  After this transformation, European 
Mediterranean countries such as France, 
Italy and Spain moved into Algeria and 
composed ten percent of the population.  
The occupied areas became like the cities in 
the south of France, complete with French 
citizens in Algeria known as "pied-noirs".  
During the Second French Empire (1852-
1871) the French established a 
discriminatory land policy, ratified in 1863, 
and code of citizen rights, which the senate 
consul ratified in 1865.  The land policy 
made the tribes “the owners of the territories 
of which they had permanent and traditional 
possession” after allowing the colons to 
assume the best land of course.  This had 
                                                                                                                        
4
  William  Quandt,  "Comparative  Politics  of  the  

Middle  East  and  North  Africa"  (Charlottesville:  

University  of  Virginia  Lecture  Hall,  Fall  2008).  
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two key consequences, it both “destroyed in 
a single stroke the pyramid of rights that had 
assured the subsistence of the small farmer, 
by preventing the land from becoming a 
freely circulating commodity” and “threw 
all Muslim lands onto the free market, 
allowing the French colons to buy or seize 
them”.  This process destroyed tribal units 
by removing their power to distribute land, 
which led to an inability to provide for 
people during times of famine as well as the 
forced necessity of depending entirely on 
moneylenders and credit merchants during 
times of scarcity. 5 
 
The Native Code of citizen rights stated that 
Algerian Muslims could follow Islamic 
laws, but in order to become French citizens 
they had to follow French laws only.  
However, all Algerians regardless of their 
religion could be admitted into the army or 
navy where they shed blood for the French 
rights that many Algerians never received.  
In 1870, the Cremieux decree amended the 
Code, which made Algerian Jews French 
citizens, but this decree further alienated 
Algerian Muslims.  The French aimed to 
divide and conquer by giving the Jews but 
not the Muslims French citizenship.  This 
measure reflected the French strategy to 
choose people who appeared more 
European, such as the Jews and Berbers.  
This created a situation where the French in 
Algeria engaged Christianity to preserve 
their European identity, and the majority of 
Algerians looked toward Islam as the main 
ideological nation of reference and means 
for combating the foreign presence.6      
 

                                                                                                                        
5
  Stora,  6-­‐7.  

6
  Stora,  9-­‐12  

 
 
Political Parties Develop 
Years later, U.S. President Woodrow Wilson 
preached about peoples’ rights to self-
determination in 1917, which provoked 
Algerians to form political parties in the 
hope that the U.S. would help them achieve 
their own autonomy and rights.  Algerians 
also looked to revolutions in Russia and 
current events in Europe for political 
inspiration and hope.  Once the Ottoman 
Empire officially collapsed, Algerians began 
to think more in terms of national 
independence than solidarity of all Arabs 
versus foreign influence.  In addition to 
these sentiments Algerian soldiers and 
industrial workers in France returned to 
Algeria with new ideas about workers’ 
rights that translated into a desire for more 
civil rights from France in Algeria.  
Unfortunately, these workers returned to 
find the Native Code still firmly in place and 
discrimination abounding. 7  This became 
compounded by the dismantling of rural 
society as a result of Algerian land 
dispossession and male immigration. 
 
It is important to note here that Algerian 
politics was stunted after the mass political 
exiles and intentional dismantling of pre-
existing institutions by France in the 19th 
century.  Thus Algerian nationalism and 
political parties required more time to 

                                                                                                                        
7
  Stora,  12-­‐13.  
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develop and spread.  During the inter-World 
War period, Algerian political parties began 
to form with national aspirations including 
those “championed by the ulama (doctors of 
Islamic law), by the Jeune Algerien (Young 
Algerian) movement, by the Communists, 
and by the radical nationalist movement 
embodied by Etoile Nord-Africaine.”8   
 
The Association des Oulema d’Algerie 
(Association of Algerian Ulama) formed in 
Algiers in 1931 with Sheikh Abdelhamid 
Ben Badis, a man from a prominent Muslim 
family in Constantine, as its president and a 
doctrine exclaiming “Arabic is my language, 
Algeria is my country, Islam is my 
religion”.9  Badis supported the Front 
Populaire in 1936 and believed that 
universal suffrage and reforms would allow 
for peaceful integration of Muslims with the 
French.  However, when the Front Populaire 
movement failed, the ulama turned to a more 
radical agenda that endorsed independence 
under an Islamic Algerian government.    
 
Ferhat Abbas represented the Jeune 
Algerien, who maintained a bourgeois 
liberal ideology that endorsed equal rights 
within the framework of French sovereignty.   
Ferhat Abbas, a well-educated member of 
the Algerian elite, came to this position 
because of his disappointment over ethnic 
discrimination in the French elite 
workforce.10  This disillusionment led him 
to become active in politics.  He decided 
that an Algerian state did not exist, and the 
best solution was for Algerians to assimilate 
to the French because he also believed in 
France as ultimately the mother of 
democracy and “beacon of civilization and 
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)DEF-G.  (New  York:    St.  Martin’s  Press,  LLC,  2000),  

13.  

of moral prestige,” and France only needed 
to withdraw from its secondary role as 
oppressive colonizer in order for equality 
and peace to occur.11  He also believed that 
an individual could be both French and 
Muslim, and that no one needed to choose 
just one of these identities.  
 

 Ferhat Abbas 
 
The major nationalist movement arose 
through Messali Hadj, the son of Abd-el-
Kadir, who created the Etoile Nord-
Africaine or ENA (North African Star) 
political party in 1926 in France with the 
help of the Parti Communiste Français or 
PCF (French Communist Party).  The ENA 
believed in “the total independence of each 
of the three countries—Tunisia, Algeria, and 
Morocco—and the unity of North Africa.”12  
However, Paris quickly dissolved this party 
in 1929 because of its “subversive 
propaganda against France.” 13  Messali 
Hadj responded by reinstating the ENA in 
1933 as a party completely separate from the 
communists and still in favor of Algerian 
independence.  Although during this time, 
the majority of parties in Algeria did not 
rally for independence and instead supported 
a plan for peaceful integration and equal 
rights. 
 
In an attempt to quell Algerian unrest, the 
French Third Republic (1871-1940) and its 
victorious Front Populaire attempted to give 
French citizenship to a limited number of 
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Muslims in 1936 through the Blum-Viollette 
Plan, which many Algerians supported over 
independence.  Unfortunately this measure 
failed instantly when the French pied-noirs 
reacted with violent opposition and forced 
the French to abandon the proposal.  Soon 
after, Messali Hadj founded the Parti du 
Peuple Algerien PPA (Algerian People's 
Party) in 1937 in Algiers because the French 
government dissolved the ENA once again.  
Although Messali announced this party to 
Algerian immigrant workers in France, this 
new movement was headquartered in 
Algiers and symbolized the political shift 
from outside to inside of Algeria.14  This 
rise in Algerian nationalism however 
stemmed in large part from the Algerians 
that worked in French factories or served in 
French armies during World War II where 
the concepts of worker’s rights, universal 
liberty, and national autonomy spurred ideas 
and movements for Algerian independence.  
These Algerians in France found a voice for 
their oppressed feelings and support for their 
cause, which enabled the Algerian dissenters 
to organize their ideas for their national 
rights based on the protests for the rights of 
French workers15.  The PPA brought these 
ideas back into Algeria.   
 

 Messali Hadj 
 
World War II and its Aftermath 
World War II brought a series of changes 
some brief and others long-lasting.  The 
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  Stora,  19.  
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  William  Quandt,  "Comparative  Politics  of  the  

Middle  East  and  North  Africa"  

French Vichy regime in 1940 abolished the 
Cremieux Decree that provided Algerian 
Jews with the right to become French 
citizens.  However, American intervention 
in Algeria in 1943 reversed this decision and 
returned Jewish rights along with other 
reactionary measures implemented by 
Vichy.  This turn in leadership brought 
Charles de Gaulle to Algeria as the head of 
the Comite Francais de Liberation Nationale 
or CFLN (French Committee of National 
Liberation), which acted as the provisional 
government of unoccupied France.  De 
Gaulle decided to consolidate French power 
where he could and instituted a commission 
for Muslim reforms.  This led to an order on 
March 7, 1944 that granted French 
citizenship to tens of thousands of Algerian 
Muslims.16 
 

 
 
Unfortunately for de Gaulle, his reforms 
came too late because the machine of 
Algerian nationalism had already started and 
the Algerian parties set forth new demands 
for Algerian autonomy.  On March 1, 1944 
the organization Amis du Manifeste et de la 
Liberte or AML (Friends of the Manifesto 
and of Freedom) took root with the support 
of Messali Hadj’s PPA and Ferhat Abbas.  
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Hadj at the time was still imprisoned in 
Setif, but shortly after the AML’s birth the 
French authorities transferred him farther 
away to Brazzaville.  Hadj’s move did not 
prevent a petition in Setif on May 8, 1945, 
the day the Armistice was signed in Europe, 
declaring “Down with fascism and 
colonialism.”17  The general unrest spawned 
from both political radicalism and an 
economic downturn exacerbated by a poor 
harvest and consequential famines.  This 
situation brought more Algerians into the 
cities and in contact with nationalist 
ideology.  The French did not respond to the 
demonstrations well and felt compelled to 
exhibit their strength after the German 
occupation and proceeded to crush this 
uprising, which initially accelerated when 
the police fired on protesters and the 
demonstrators responded by attacking police 
and Europeans.  This protest spurred others 
across Algeria and met a fierce French 
campaign of reprisals.  The total tally of 
deaths from these events is debatable.  A 
French general reported 15,000 dead 
Muslims and Algerian nationalists 
exclaimed 45,000 Muslims dead.18  This 
massacre changed the Algerian tone for 
good and Algerian national clandestine 
movements began forming against France.19  
 

 Setif Massacres 
 

The Beginnings of a War 
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Middle  East  and  North  Africa"  

The pied-noir (French living in Algeria) did 
not represent a homogenous, affluent social 
group.  They often made less money than 
those in France but still endured the same 
standard of living on the coast in the cities.  
However, the pied-noir did unite on one 
issue, which was their privilege over 
Muslims.  This attitude created a “caste 
society” that became exacerbated when 
more Muslims moved from the country to 
the city creating slums and deteriorating 
Muslim quarters.20  Poor living, work, wage, 
education, and health conditions left 
Algerians angry and rebellious.  Regardless 
of minor efforts to improve Muslim rights 
and equality, the Algerians remained an 
underclass and elections remained fixed.  
After the rigged elections of October 1947, 
the French conceded nine seats to the 
Mouvement pour le Triomphe des Libertes 
Democratiques or MTLD (Movement for 
the Victory of Democratic Freedoms), which 
served as the reconstituted form of the PPA.  
Dissent among Algerians in France about 
the overly Arab and Islamic rhetoric along 
with Algerian fears of French social 
intervention led the MTLD to exclude them 
from this nationalist organization.   
 
Another crisis occurred in 1952, when 
Messali Hadj from his position of house 
arrest in Niort accused the MTLD of failing 
to control the Organisation Speciale or OS 
(Special Organization), a paramilitary 
branch created in 1947, and threw his 
support behind the Federation de France 
(French Federation).  This action created a 
deep, sometimes violent division between 
the “centralists” and “Messalists.”21  Soon 
after, the 1950s saw a rise in talk of and 
actual independence of former colonies, 
including Egypt, Tunisia, Morocco, and 
Indochina.  Thus while the centralists and 
Messalists battled, the Comite 
                                                                                                                        
20
  Stora,  23.  

21
  Stora,  27.  



VICS XV  March 25th-March 28th, 2010  
  

1954-1962: The French Administration in Algeria  Chair: Lilly Frost, lcf2n@virginia.edu  

Revolutionnaire pour l’Unite et l’Action or 
CRUA (Revolutionary Committee for Unity 
and Action) began in March 1954, which 
would later become the Front de Liberation 
Nationale or FLN (National Liberation 
Front).22    
 

 Algeria, 1954 
 
This atmosphere is where the French 
Administration in Algeria picks up.  The 
French currently maintain ideas that Algeria 
does not possess a national identity, 
integration is possible, and economic 
determinism explains the civil uprisings and 
unrest.23  While the Algerian parties no 
longer believe integration is possible and 
they are now ready to fight for 
independence.  The “liberal” and “radical” 
politicians under Abbas and Hadj have 
become more willing to resort to illegal 
means, such as violence, to achieve 
independence, and “revolutionary” leaders 
like Larbi Ben M’Hidi, Didouche Mourad, 
Rabah Bitat, Mohamed Boudiaf, and 
Mostefa Ben Boulaid, who undertook 
political positions previously, are ready to 
prepare for an armed revolution.24  This 
situation brings us to three main points of 
debate which consist of the plan and policy 
of France toward Algerian unrest, influence 
of French public opinion, and weight of 
international opinion.    
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M.I.T.  Press,  1969),  66-­‐67.  

Topic 1:  French Policy toward Algeria 
1954 
 
“In war, morale and public opinion 
comprise the better part of reality” –
Napoleon25  
 
As the Administration that recommends 
policies for Algeria, it is crucial that you 
determine what route to take in handling 
Algerian dissent.  The French government 
considers you the expert authority and will 
generally follow your recommendations.  If 
you refrain from taking a definitive position 
and base each forthcoming action on the 
conditions of the previous action then you 
will end up stuck in the progression of 
events with limited flexibility.26  The major 
policy options at this point are negotiation or 
military confrontation.  Negotiation would 
involve further reforms and talks with the 
nationalists’ leaders.  This approach may 
save lives and money, but threatens to take 
up time and possibly fail.  It is difficult to 
gauge how homogeneous the Algerian 
parties are and whether negotiations will 
work enough to eliminate all violence.  Is it 
possible to divide and conquer the Algerian 
resistance?  Could an alliance with key 
groups stunt the violent opposition?  If so, 
would negotiations provide a sustainable 
solution?  If negotiations fail then France 
will emerge humiliated and seemingly 
unable to control its citizens and territory.   
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John  Keegan  (London:    Cassell  &  Co,  2001),  101-­‐117.  

Benjamin  Stora,  !"#$%&'()*+,-.,,,/((!(012%3(4&532%6,  

trans.  Jane  Marie  Todd  (Ithaca:    Cornell  University    

Press,  2001),  102.  
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 War or Peace? 
 
On the other hand, military confrontation 
could provide a quick end to Algerian unrest 
or it could lead to a long, draining conflict.  
This option seems to have the strongest 
possibility of immediate gratification, but 
also the highest risk in terms of international 
humiliation and general French public 
disapproval.  In a period of colonial 
independence, massive force to maintain a 
colony may appear brutish and imperial.  
However, success would ensure the Algerian 
French territories, all of their resources, and 
France’s historical prestige.  Following an 
embarrassing German occupation and the 
loss of Indochina, France could use the 
nationalistic fervor of winning a war and 
maintaining a territory.  The lust of success 
could certainly overpower the anxiety of 
external opinion and possible failure.  
However, it is up to this administration 
which route you choose. 
 
In addition to adopting a policy model, it is 
also important to consider the corresponding 
policies that each model would require.  
Negotiations would entail more liberal 
reforms, compromising with the Algerians, 
and upsetting the pied noirs.  It is also 
possible that such negotiations require an 
international moderator.  The 
Administration would have to carefully deal 
with this aspect because while Algeria was a 
colony, it is now considered an extension of 

France, and it would insult French autonomy 
to allow the United Nations to intervene as if 
this was an international conflict.  It is 
absolutely necessary to remember that 
Algeria is a part of France and thus this is a 
domestic problem. 
 

            
 
If you decide to pursue military 
confrontation a whole list of questions 
emerges concerning legitimate operations.  
In a potentially guerilla war it is difficult to 
refrain from imitating the other side and 
giving way to terrorist plots and torturous 
interrogations.  Is France prepared to handle 
this kind of warfare?  Will it damage 
France’s international reputation?  In 
addition to gruesome tactics this route of 
action will probably require a stronger 
military presence in Algeria; are the French 
troops ready for another deployment?  Are 
there enough professional troops, or will 
France need to introduce conscription?  Will 
this damage the French economy or 
influence French support of a conflict?  
These are important questions to ask when 
considering the possible long term 
implications of this decision.  However, 
military operations could resolve the 
situation quickly by wiping out the 
threatening opposition and returning to 
unquestioned French rule.  France’s military 
is much stronger and sophisticated than 
Algerian rebel forces, so how could it fail?   
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Ultimately this decision requires a 
consideration of what you think France’s 
goals are and how Algeria fits into France’s 
future, as well as what Algerian ambitions 
are and what has caused their grief.  If 
Algeria is an integral part of France that is 
unthinkable to liberate and Algerians are 
only upset as a result of economic distress, 
then perhaps military action could shut 
down the rebels, and economic reforms or 
assistance could solve the root dilemma.  
However, if this is a conflict that primarily 
concerns political and religious grievances, 
then perhaps negotiations will provide a 
sustainable solution to compromise with 
semi-autonomy or institute more equal 
rights legislation.  Be sure to consider the 
implications each position has for your 
specific position and how your background 
influences your actions.  It is also important 
to consider the different types of groups 
emerging in Algeria and with which 
organizations engagement would be useful. 
 
Topic 2:  French Opinion 
 
Although this administration concerns 
Algeria, it is imperative that you consider 
what each decision means for the French in 
general.  The implications can concern 
economic consequences, moral issues, 
democratic principles, French pride, and so 
on.  Aside from asking how important 
Algeria is to you alone, you must ask how 
important is Algeria to the French people?  
Does this territory symbolize more than the 
typical colonial exploitation?  It is true that 
to some people Algeria represents the 
traditional power and influence of the 
French empire, but how important is Algeria 
to the general French conscience?  How real 
is the civilizing mission?  People believed 
that France was bringing education, liberty, 
and democracy to primitive nations in the 
19th century, but has history taught them a 

lesson about the truth behind French 
motives?  Consider how developed, 
democratic, and free Algeria is in 1954, over 
100 years since the French arrived.  Even if 
moral reasons are prevalent, what price are 
the people willing to pay?  Is the empire’s 
legacy worth an undesirable policy of 
conscription or undemocratic military 
tactics?  
 
Also when considering the French people, 
question their diversity and which opinions 
will come across the strongest and which 
will prove the most influential or important.  
Additionally consider who counts as French.  
This definition can expand to cover a lot of 
groups including Algerian immigrants in 
France, French immigrants in Algeria, and 
French naturalized citizens in Algeria.  Each 
of these groups presents a unique opinion 
and situation.    
 
What role will Algerian immigrants and 
former colonial soldiers play in this debate?  
They certainly have a stake in Algeria’s 
independence, but are they even considered 
Algerian back home?  Consider the MTLD’s 
decision to exclude their opinions in the 
movement.  Also consider what a strong 
source of funding and political doctrine 
these immigrants offer to the Algerians.  
How can France manage the potential threat 
within the industrial cities of France as well 
as within the borders of Algeria?  How can 
France infiltrate any Algerian support within 
France to the opposition groups in Algeria?  
Does the presence of Algerian immigrants 
influence French opinion toward the matter?  
Xenophobia is a widespread problem in 
France, but is there a connection between 
the immigrants and the conflicts in Algeria? 
 
Also how do you deal with the extreme 
opinions of the pied noirs, some of which 
are not French?  The pied noirs view Algeria 
as their home and strongly desire to defend 
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it.  They realize that if the French leave then 
they must decide between the “suitcase” or 
the “coffin,” and even in France or other 
Mediterranean countries they no longer fit in 
because the function under a lower standard 
of living and associate themselves so 
directly with the third world.  Do the pied 
noirs have a legitimate right to live on this 
land?  It is true that France has occupied 
Algeria since 1830 and declared it an 
official part of France afterward, but at the 
same time Algeria began as a colony and all 
of the other North African colonies are on 
the path to independence.  How do you 
reconcile the demands for safety and 
protection of the French in Algeria with the 
demands of equality, liberty, and 
transparency in the leftist spheres in Paris?  
Furthermore, what about the appeals of the 
Algerians that have assimilated?  Can you 
abandon them if negotiations or military 
operations do not work?  How will you 
define who is French or not?  Some 
Algerians do have citizenship, but remain as 
a lower class than the Europeans.  Whose 
cries are louder, those demanding the 
inclusion of their Algerian friends or those 
protesting immigration, stereotyping all 
Algerians, and exhibiting xenophobia? 
 
It will be difficult to please all parties, but it 
is important to consider which are the most 
important.  Which groups of French people 
influence the government, economy, and 
international reputation the most?  In 
addition to degrees of influence, also 
consider ideological implications.  If a 
socialist party running on equality and civil 
rights engages in a gruesome war then 
people may become disenchanted with that 
party and its doctrine.  Additionally, if 
France is already in a national lull as a result 
of the World Wars and the toll they have 
taken on the people, then will it endanger 
the government to incur another loss?  It is 
your job to sort through this web of 

questions and decide what suits your policy 
goals and future ambitions the best.  It will 
be helpful to look into French politics at the 
time to determine which voices weigh in the 
most and what facts come together to form 
the most practical decision. 
 
Topic 3:  International Opinion 
 
Every action this administration takes will 
undergo the criticism of the international 
community, particularly France’s wartime 
ally Great Britain.  It is important to display 
French control over the situation, a level 
headed approach to policy, and a competent 
civil administration.27  Also bear in mind 
that France has other interests at stake in the 
region and in the global economy, and hence 
it is important to maintain a fair and reliable 
reputation abroad.  France also has an 
interest in maintaining Britain’s support, but 
Britain has its own Middle Eastern agenda 
and can only tolerate so much negative 
Algerian press as it upholds the Baghdad 
Pact with Iraq, Iran, Pakistan, and Turkey to 
counter Egypt and Syria.  Debates 
concerning ownership of the Suez Canal and 
Nasserism in Egypt, the recent formation of 
Israel, and interest in Middle Eastern oil all 
exist on the international agenda and play a 
role in Algeria’s endeavors.  Every move 
France makes in Egypt may affect the 
amount of arms shipped to Algerian rebels.  
Additionally, French privilege of Jewish 
Algerians may lead to a Middle Eastern 
perception of France as another ally of Israel 
against Arabs and Muslims.  This could 
hinder French economic interests in the 
region as well as hopes of quelling the 
Algerian Arab-Muslim resistance.   
 
Also consider the role of neighboring 
Morocco and Tunisia.  These countries have 
the greatest potential to offer support to 
Algerian rebels.  How can France ensure 
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that it maintains its interests with these two 
nations while endeavoring to weed out 
sources of Algerian support and refuge?  
Furthermore, how will France look if it 
treats Morocco and Tunisia fairly while 
oppressing Algeria?  Likewise to what 
extent can France bully Morocco and 
Tunisia while maintaining a dialogue with 
them on their independence?  However, if 
France ignores the potential support of these 
nations, then it risks offering the Algerians a 
huge advantage and potential grounds for 
success because the leaders will have a place 
to hide in addition to outlets for weapons 
trafficking. 
 
From another perspective, the Cold War 
persists and questions whether Algerian 
opposition forces fit into this tense 
dichotomy.  Can France justify the 
communist doctrine in the fighters’ parties 
as a legitimate threat to the democratic 
world?  Are Algerian actions representing 
Soviet interests?  If this is a communist 
threat then should NATO become involved?  
Can France justify receiving financial aid 
from NATO but refusing direct military aid 
within its borders?  In a hostile world where 
President Eisenhower has just introduced the 
domino theory of communism, could 
Algeria’s fall mirror the threat in Korea and 
Indochina?  The development of Soviet 
nuclear weapons adds to these tensions and 
reminds the West of the pressing nature of 
Cold War matters. 
 
On the other hand, independence and civil 
rights movements are filling the headlines.  
Will these actions leave the Algerians 
hopeful of an independent nation or will 
they settle with universal Algerian suffrage?  
Independence could become an issue 
particularly if France relinquishes all of its 
colonies in North Africa, with the exception 
of Algeria.  Can Wilson’s self-determination 
trump Napoleon’s civilizing mission?  If an 

autonomous Algeria were an option, does it 
have the institutional knowledge and 
experience to successfully govern itself?  
The French have already sharply divided the 
Algerians, particularly the Jews and 
Christians from the Muslims, and the 
Berbers from the Arabs, in addition to 
exiling or murdering Algeria’s natural 
leaders and debilitating the tribal system that 
flourished prior to 1830 with land reforms 
and unfavorable trade agreements.  Have 
France’s actions already eliminated 
Algeria’s chances for success?  How can 
France reverse these negative policies and 
their far-reaching effects?          
 
Committee Format: 
 
The committee will recommend policies to 
the French government and will hear back 
from the government shortly after to 
ameliorate the committee’s lack of direct 
executive power and provide more “instant 
gratification” from proposals.  The 
committee may also create sub-groups to 
address specific issues and then vote on 
proposals together.  There is significant 
space for creativity as long as it fits within 
your role and contributes to the debate; the 
main goal of this committee is to interact as 
fluidly with the issues as possible.  
Therefore more or less moderation, 
parliamentary procedure, or formality will 
be used at the chair’s discretion with a 
general tilt towards informal debate and 
procedures.  More specifically, the default 
debate format will be moderated caucus, 
interrupted by un-moderated caucuses when 
appropriate to write proposals and debate 
informally.    
 
The committee can produce several different 
types of documents, including: 

 Proposals:  recommendations for 
executive action(s) to the French 
government (the government will 
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typically respond to these quickly to 
maintain fluid debate and crises) 

 Communiqués:  messages sent to 
foreign governments, international 
organizations, and other similar 
bodies 

 Press releases: public statements 
forwarded to the press and published 

 Political agreements and contracts: 
documents that outline possible 
negotiations with Algerian groups or 
political alliances within the 
administration 
 

The format for these documents is flexible 
as long as they express the relevant 
information clearly.  Lastly, each document 
will pass with a majority vote with the 
exception of proposals, which will require a 
two-thirds vote. 
 
Committee Positions: 

1. Military Governor General 
2. Civil Minister 
3. Minister of Defense 
4. Minister of Information and 

Propaganda  
5. Minister of Police and Civil 

Disobedience  
6. Army General for Algeria 
7. Brigade General for Algiers 
8. Minister of the Interior 
9. Minister of Algerian Intelligence  
10. Minister for the Economy 
11. Minister of Social Affairs 
12. Minister of Transportation and 

Check Points  
13. Minister of Immigration  
14. Brigade General for Oran 
15. Brigade General for Constantine  
16. Minister of Public Works 

17. Minister of Justice and Liberties 
18. Minister of Public Instruction 
19. Minister of Food 
20. Minister of Trade 
21. Minister of Countryside and 

Planning  
22. Minister of the Environment 
23. Minister of the Sea 
24. Representative from Algiers 
25. Representative from Oran 
26. Representative from Constantine 
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